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As a general rule, mosquitoes are not normally prevalent in Indigo Bay thanks to its 
constant sea breezes and its lack of stagnant water bodies conducive to their 
reproduction.  The exception to this situation is the government-mandated rainwater 
cisterns.  These cisterns are unfortunately calm, dark places where mosquitoes thrive. 

Fortunately, there are simple ways to eradicate or, at least, minimize the mosquito 
population in cisterns by using products specially designed for this purpose.  Since 
mosquito-born diseases such as Chikungunya and Zika have become prevalent 
throughout South Florida and the Caribbean in the last few years, it has become very 
important to treat these cisterns on a regular basis. 

One of the simple treatments available consists of throwing a product called “Mosquito 
Dunks”, which is the size and shape of a donut, into the cistern every month or so.  This 
product is commonly available even in Sint Maarten. 

Since most owners are absent most of the time and therefore cannot tend to this regular 
treatment, and since not treating a cistern affects the quality of life of all neighbors within 
the community and possibly their health, the Board of the Indigo Green Foundation (the 
“IGF”) has decided to perform this treatment on all owners’ behalf. 

Should an owner not want the IGF to treat his cistern, she or he must advise the IGF in 
writing thereof at Manager@IGF.sx so that it can be marked on that cistern accordingly 
by the IGF.  However, such owner will need to advise the IGF of which alternative 
treatment method he will be using.  For the reasons discussed above, owners should 
also be advised that not treating their cistern's water could subject them to a fine by the 
IGF, the IBMF or other governing authorities. 

 
Note (from the manufacturer’s material):  Mosquito Dunks offer long-term protection and kills 
larvae for 30 days, so won’t be effective on mosquitoes in late larvae development stage.  When 
a Dunk is put into water it releases larvicide and provides a biological mosquito control, as these 
Mosquito Dunks are safe both for the environment and animals as well as humans, but are 
deadly to mosquitoes. With just a single dunk you can clear up to 100 square feet (9.2 square 
meters) of surface water from mosquito larvae.   

Mosquito Dunks consist of such active substances – Bacillus thuringiensis (Bti – for short) 
subspecies israelensis solids, spores and insecticidal toxins, which composes over 10% of 
Mosquito Dunks structure. Bti is a strong biologic pesticide that consists of microorganisms, 
which produce toxins that kills mosquitoes at larvae stage. Bti is toxic only to specific insects such 
as moths, mosquitoes, flies and beetles. As mentioned, Bti is not harmful for humans and animals 
including pets, fish, amphibia and birds, Bti is also safe for plants. 


